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Iy ﬁgﬁj\%m God Is A Great Planner Marcus

Eleven months ago, Agnes and | arrived church to prepare for the Sunday service just
as we do every Sunday. However, as | was parking the car, | noticed something in the
rear-view mirror. It turned out to be a cat and its two kittens. Initially, | left them alone
and went to set up. Just before the service started, the amber rainstorm warning was
issued, so | went out to check on the kittens. The cat and one of the kittens were gone,
leaving one of the kittens all alone in the gutter. Worried that the kitten might drown in
the upcoming rain, | pulled the distraught one-month-old kitten out of the gutter and
placed it in a safe place until after the service. We were unable to locate its family, so
Agnes and | decided to take him home and name him ‘Shalom’, which means the peace of
God.

I’'ve always just thought of it as being at the right place at the right time. If | hadn’t
seen the cats while | was parking, | wouldn’t have rescued Shalom before the rain hit.

Until recently. During my quiet time one day, God showed me how he had planned
for Shalom to be a part of our family, and it started long before Shalom was even born.

Being more of a dog person myself, I've never entertained the thought of having a
cat. When my dog died in 2017, | knew | wouldn’t want to have another pet again.

Strangely enough, around two years ago, God had softened my heart. | started
entertaining thoughts of adopting a pet. More specifically, a cat. | played with those
thoughts a bit, but never let them get serious. | knew it wasn’t going to happen because
our landlord had specified on our lease that we weren’t allowed to keep any pets.

Last February, when we negotiated a contract renewal with our landlord, we asked
them if they would agree to change the clause about not being allowed to keep pets. To
our surprise, the landlord agreed to let us keep one pet.

One month later, Shalom was born, and another month after that, he became part of
our family.

As God helped me recall the timeline of events, he made me realise something
important. The story didn’t start the day | found Shalom in the gutter. It had started a
year before he was born when God slowly softened my heart. | felt that God was showing
me how he put things into motion before Shalom was even conceived.

We all “know” that the Bible is filled with scripture about how God knew us before
we were born. Jeremiah 1:5 and Psalms 139:15 are just to name a couple. We all know
Matthew 6 talks about God taking care of the birds. However, witnessing the entire
process of how God brought Shalominto our family amazes me. | wasn’t just at the right
time at the right place. It was part of God’s plan to bring Shalom into our family.

It was a very real reminder that although we may feel like we are ‘drowning’ in
troubles, God hasalready set thingsin motion to pull us out at the right time. If God cares
so much about the birds, how much more does God care about us?
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== | RRLEARER Shout to the Lord
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verse) My Jesus my Savior, Lord there is none like You,
Allof my days, | want to praise
The wonders of Your mighty love.

verse2) My comfort my shelter, Tower of refuge and strength,
Let every breath, all that | am, Never cease to worship You.

chorus) Shout to the Lord all the earth let us sing,
Power and majesty praise to the King,
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar,
At the sound of Your name.
| sing for joy at the work of Your hands,
Forever I'l love You forever |'ll stand,
Nothing compares to the promise | have in You.



